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Activities evaluated: Lecturing, clinical supervising, chairside and online teaching 
Target group: Final year dentistry students

The dental degree is a five year course, with a strong clinical emphasis in the final year.  The orthodontic department is part of the curriculum in years three, four and five.  The course content is available to the students via an online platform. The course was presented online during Covid, but since then lectures happen in the Faculty.  The scope of the undergraduate orthodontic course is interceptive orthodontics which is applicable to children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.  Each final year student has one orthodontic clinical session per week during which the students work closely with their supervisors.  Twice a week I am a fellow supervisor working with Dr Gordon in the clinic, with each of us supervising between eight and ten students per clinic.

As an experienced clinical consultant I have noticed a significant improvement in the student’s knowledge and insight into the clinical application of what they have learned, since 2019.  This can only be attributed to Dr Gordon’s passion for teaching and her ability to keep young minds engaged.  It is abundantly clear, that as she is teaching the basics of orthodontics, the clinical implications are always front and centre to all the concepts being discussed and explained, during lectures. 

The clinical sessions are vital to ensure that the theory and practice of orthodontics are consolidated.  This is achieved by means of chairside teaching being an integral part of the supervisors function. The chairside teaching entails the students being actively involved in discussing patient treatment plans, applying the treatment while constantly monitoring, evaluating and discussing the success of the treatment being provided.  The students are encouraged to view and discuss interesting cases being seen by their colleagues.  Dr Gordon is particularly good at engaging students in a way that encourages them to think whilst expanding their knowledge, assessing their didactic and clinical knowledge in the process.  On the occasions when patients fail to keep appointments the students are given phantom electronic cases to work out followed by an active debate, including:
· Is the patient suitable for undergraduate treatment – if not why not?
· What is the ideal treatment plan?
· What compromised can be made in which cases?
· What will happen if no treatment is performed?
During the hard lockdown of Covid these electronic cases were used for the students to begin their clinical journey and they proved to be very successful as the students had to make submissions regarding these cases.

Dr Gordon has the ability to simplify complex concepts which is essential to ensure that students understand the content and are able to apply it.  It is clear that she is doing a lot of things right when it comes to engaging with her students.
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